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Agenda

● Introductions
● CW History
● Why CW Now?
● CW Group Overview
● Q&A
● Meeting Recap
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Introducing CW Group Leadership Team

● Kelly, AE5II
● Bill, KA9IKK
● Jerry, WR5G
● Bill, K5LK
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1995

The Digital Shift (Commercial 
Decline)

1995 — Coast Guard Exit - U.S. Coast 
Guard officially ends its commercial 
maritime Morse watch.

1999 — Global Retirement - The Global 
Maritime Distress and Safety System 
(GMDSS) replaces CW worldwide.

2003

Amateur Radio Era (Modern 
Hobby)

2003 — Global Deregulation - The ITU 
removes the international mandate 
requiring Morse for ham licenses.

2007 — U.S. Testing Ends - The FCC 
removes the Morse code test for all U.S. 
amateur classes.

1837

The Foundation (Wired 
Telegraphy)

1837 — The Invention - Samuel Morse 
and Alfred Vail patent the electric 
telegraph.

1844 — First Message - "What hath God 
wrought" sent from D.C. to Baltimore.

1851 — Global Standard - International 
Morse Code is created to unify European 
networks.

1896

Going Wireless (Commercial 
& Maritime Peak)

1896 — Radio Waves - Guglielmo 
Marconi patents the wireless telegraph, 
freeing code from wires.

1912 — The Radio Act - Titanic disaster 
mandates uniform licensing and 
standardizes the "SOS" signal.

CW History
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Four Major 
Phases



Why CW Now?

● Unmatched Signal Efficiency
● Ultimate Portable Mode
● Mental and Global Connection
● Ultimate EMCOM Fail-Safe
● Better Training Tools Than Ever
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The Power of Morse Code!



CW Group Overview

● Our mission is to help others on 
their CW journey by 
encouragement and guidance.

● First steps for CW newcomers is 
to learn the characters through 
online learning groups such as:
○ Longislandcwclub.org
○ CWops.org
○ CWinnovations.net
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● Group Interest Form (Link also on 
CW Group Webpage

● Our primary four communication 
methods with CW Group members:
○ Group webpage 

(www.crhrc.org/cw)
○ Group email list (cw@crhrc.org)
○ Twice monthly Zoom sessions 

(2nd and 4th Tuesday, 7:00 PM 
on www.zoom.crhrc.org, 

○ Individual Zoom sessions

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSerjGny3Vl1oHloZWKitx8dSMz7IHyNQj6agTc0qYe2v-zF6A/viewform
http://www.crhrc.org
mailto:cw@crhrc.org
http://www.zoom.crhrc.org


Q&A
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Meeting Recap
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